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This guide features my personal photos and reviews and is copyright protected. This guide is not for sale and 
permission to reproduce is only granted for personal use for those who have “Liked” my Facebook pages or received 
this from me in other approved ways such as Subscribing for email updates here  .  

Do not make copies for others. 
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Thank you for grabbing your free copy of my 2nd annual “Ohio Family-fun Summer Survival Guide”! This 
guide will link you to so many wonderful Ohio family-friendly places to visit, read reviews and provide many ideas 
for some free and cheap summer family-fun. 

Sometimes it just helps to “live” through someone else's visit to get a feel for what a place has to offer. Will it be a 
good fit for your family? Will it be worth your time and money? I hope the reviews linked to within this guide will 
help you make the right decisions for your family.

What's new in the guide this year?  This year I've partnered up with several other talented resourceful Ohio 
bloggers. Be sure to take a few minutes to check out each of their blogs and see all they have to offer residents and 
visitors of our great state of Ohio! I also have a few advertiser/sponsors.

You'll find special money-saving discount offers from the following places:  Amazone in Medina, the Great Lakes 
Science Center in Cleveland, the iShop Sites (where I have bought discounted family fun for my own family!) – 
PLUS, Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort in Columbus is giving away an overnight stay to help me kick off my 
new summer fun guide!

Let's kick things off with lots of free and cheap things to do!

Free, Cheap & Outdoors

“Affordable” is getting to the heart and soul of family-fun for our family. All you have to do is look for your
local parks, sprays, and splash pools. My sister-in-law has raved about what they have in the Columbus area. We live 
in NE Ohio so we are more familiar with places like Stark Parks in Stark County and we've gone hiking at the
Gorge in Akron. My husband and I have been to Hocking Hills as well, years ago. As a family we've
just begun discovering the Ohio & Erie Canalway Tow Path. And don't forget the city parks.

http://www.visitcantonstark.com/blog/free-family-fun-bike-riding-the-towpath-trail/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/04/local-parks-for-hall-of-fame-families/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/about/


Pack a picnic lunch, plenty of water and sunscreen, 
grab your bikes or hiking boots and get going!

Cleveland Metro Parks
Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks
Beech Creek Butterfly House & Gardens in Alliance (See one of their Sensitive Plants move here!)

NE Ohio sprays and splash pools. Find over a dozen FREE places here among a list of 40+ possible 
places to get get wet and cool off.

Over 40 FREE   indoor and outdoor pools   in Cleveland.                    

Baylor Beach in Navarre 
Wood's Tall Timbers in New Philadelphia
Clearwater Park in Uniontown  
Clendening Lake in Freeport
Salt Fork Lodge and Marina in East Cambridge
                    

Family time is incredibly important! 

Money should never stop you from having quality family time. Here are some ideas to get you 
thinking:

Backyard water-balloon wars or soggy-sponge wars    (mom and dad vs. the kids?)

Yard sprinklers or your neighbor's pool … lakes or creeks

Fishing & Bird-watching & Boating

Check with your local library for activities offered.

Scavenger hunts and picnics while hiking, walking, and bike riding

Bubbles and Side-walk Chalk

DIY projects/ crafts, build a clubhouse, bird house  – Check at Lowe's and Home Depot for kid project events.

http://www.saltforkstateparklodge.com/
http://clendeninglake.com/
http://findtimeforfun.com/how-the-public-library-helps-me-homeschool-my-children/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/02/spending-quality-time-as-a-family/
http://www.visitcantonstark.com/clearwater-park-camping-resort2
http://www.woodstalltimberlake.com/
http://www.baylorbeachpark.com/park/
http://findtimeforfun.com/free-indoor-outdoor-swimming-pools-in-cleveland/
http://findtimeforfun.com/free-indoor-outdoor-swimming-pools-in-cleveland/
http://findtimeforfun.com/northeast-ohio-spraygrounds-spray-parks-wading-pools/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/09/have-you-seen-a-sensitive-plant-move-video/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2010/09/beech-creek-butterfly-house-and-gardens/
http://www.metroparks.net/
http://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/Main/Home.aspx


 *Click here or the ad to visit K12.com/ohva   

Click here or the ad to visit the Canton Womans Club.com.  Read about my visit there here.

                                                                                          

http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/02/1920-canton-womans-club/
http://bit.ly/12Pwlu6
http://bit.ly/15XddOX
http://bit.ly/15XddOX
http://bit.ly/12Pwlu6


Amusement Parks

Family-fun in Ohio doesn't always have to be costly, though usually there's no getting around shelling
out some big bucks for the amusement parks. If places like Cedar Point, Geauga Lake, and King's
Island are your thing and you want to cut costs I'd recommend packing your own food and drinks. For
our family of four (kids being under 9 yrs of age) we have spent around $20 for lunch inside the park.
Here's a post I wrote about our visit to Geauga Lake's Wild Water Kingdom  and our visit to Cedar Point in 2012.

Tips for taking young children to amusement parks:

1. Plan your day ahead of time. Download/print the park's map and get an idea of what rides are
applicable to your family so you don't waste your time waiting in lines unnecessarily.

2. Pack your own food for the trip to and from the park or to eat during your visit. Check the
park rules first.

3. Bring dry clothes! Especially for the little ones. A long ride home at night in wet clothes is not
very fun.

4.  Pack sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses as well as LOTS of bottled water!

5. If you're using the a/c in the car bring some blankets along to keep your sleepy angels cozy on
the ride home. See my post below for more...

• See all of my 7 Tips for Enjoying Cedar Point (& other Amusement Parks) with Young Children

• Traveling long distance with kids? You might want to read 7 Tips about What to Pack when 
Traveling Far with Children

• Got teens? You might like to read this post by The Traveling Praters: 10 Tips for Keeping the Peace while 
Traveling with Teens.

    
Sara Steigerwald is the owner of Northeast Ohio's largest Coupon/Deal and Frugal site, Sisters Shopping on a Shoestring 
(.com) and Giant Eagle Deals (.com).  You can find store match-ups, frugal living ideas, and FREE resources found in 
Northeast Ohio.  Sara is also a wife and mother to two young girls ages 6 and 4. In addition, she teaches sixth grade full-
time in the public schools.  Sara is available for public speaking, classes, and media.  

http://www.sistersshoppingonashoestring.com/
http://www.thetravelingpraters.com/10-tips-to-keeping-the-peace-when-traveling-with-teens/
http://www.thetravelingpraters.com/10-tips-to-keeping-the-peace-when-traveling-with-teens/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/09/7-tips-about-what-to-pack-when-traveling-long-distance-with-children-what-our-chicago-trip-taught-me/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/09/7-tips-about-what-to-pack-when-traveling-long-distance-with-children-what-our-chicago-trip-taught-me/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/07/7-tips-for-enjoying-cedar-point-with-young-children/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/07/new-at-cedar-point-dinosaurs-alive-review-cedar-point-4-ticket-giveaway-208-value/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2010/08/visiting-geauga-lakes-wild-water-kingdom-part-two/


  
Couponing With Rachel -  Hi my name is Rachel and I'm a stay-at-home mom to three boys here in NE Ohio. I’ve been 
“couponing” for over 5 years and it has completely changed the way I shop! I love to not only find great local and national 
deals but I also like to share them with others. I hope that you will follow along with me on the money saving journey.
Along with being a wife and mother I also write a weekly frugal based article in two local papers, The Chronicle Telegram, 
and Medina Gazette, appear regularly on the show New Day Cleveland and teach local coupon classes. 

Indoor Water Park Resorts

If you prefer indoor water fun Ohio has lots to offer. We've personally been to a few and I'll share the
links to my reviews and pictures below so you can check them out for yourself. Places like these are
nice for family reunions too! Everything under one roof – with beds! The wonderful thing about the
waterparks we've visited is they all have different themes making them unique. They all offer
additional activities for the family besides the waterpark.

The following links lead to my reviews and/or videos of our waterpark visits. Please note that any giveaways 
mentioned in these posts are over. Any current giveaways on my blog will be found here. 

Castaway Bay in 2013

Castaway videos: Walk around the resort with us in 2012 and the kiddie pool area in   2011   (Sandusky)

Splash Harbor 2013 in Bellville (near Mansfield)

Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort 2012 (HUGE family suite review) in Columbus

Fort Rapids (room for 6 cabin review) 2011

Great Wolf Lodge in 2011 Sandusky 

Kalahari – Sandusky (never been here)

Maui Sands Resort and Indoor Waterpark (NEW & planning to visit May 2013!) – Sandusky 

Our family has plans to visit and review Maui Sands very soon! You can subscribe here to get 
my emailed updates if you'd like to read that review once its posted.

http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=halloffamemoms/lseB
http://mauisandsresort.com/
http://www.kalahariresorts.com/oh/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/07/great-wolf-lodge-waterpark-resort-review-our-trip/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2011/12/fort-rapids-waterpark-resort-review-giveaway-300-value-overnight-package-with-passes-sleeps-6/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/09/my-fort-rapids-waterpark-resort-largest-villa-review-a-giveaway/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/03/splash-harbor-comfort-inn-review/
http://youtu.be/ofYWHGbD578
http://youtu.be/ofYWHGbD578
http://youtu.be/Z2J-ngjf4Ko
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/02/castaway-bay-indoor-waterpark-review-giveaway-4-day-passes/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/giveaways-current/
http://couponingwithrachel.com/


Enter to win!

To celebrate my 2013 Summer fun guide, 

Fort Rapids Indoor Waterpark Resort 

is giving away one overnight stay with waterpark passes! 

Go here to enter for a chance to win!

Click here or click on this ad to go to Visit Canton Stark.com.

http://bit.ly/ZQkKMA
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/giveaways-current/
http://bit.ly/ZQkKMA


    
Couponing In Birdland is a Giant Eagle centered coupon blog.  Each week we do a coupon match-up for the weekly sales 
flyer for Giant Eagle. A match-up is a list of all the items in the sales flyer "matched up" with the newspaper or printable 
coupons available. The match-ups are ready for Thursday's sale on Monday, so everyone has plenty of time to get ready! We 
have a General How To Coupon lesson, and also a Giant Eagle Coupon lesson to get anyone started on the road to saving.

                                                                                                                         Click here to visit Ohio Festivals.

  

Museums, Zoos, & Aquariums

Summer time is a great time to visit museums. There are so many options for buying memberships. Did you know 
there are some places (at least 2 that I know of) that offer a combined Zoo and Science reciprocal membership 
program?  Over the years I have gone both ways: some years I've just bought a single science museum membership 
and other years I've bought a combined membership. Currently we are members through the McKinley Museum in 
Canton. 

• See this list of 7 Ohio Zoos w/ pricing to help you pick the best Zoo membership 
for your family.

http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/01/ohio-zoo-memberships-best-plan-best-price/
http://www.ohiofestivals.net/
http://www.couponinginbirdland.com/giant-eagle-coupon-how-to/
http://couponinginbirdland.com/how-to-coupon/
http://www.ohiofestivals.net/


The two places I know of that offer the combined reciprocal program would be Boonshoft (Dayton, Ohio) and 
CuriOdyssey (California).   You get free and discounted admission to hundreds of zoos and science museums.

TIP!  See this post  to find out the 2 places I know that offer combined zoo and science museum 
membership. And what I recommend you do before you buy any membership like this. 

              

Click here or click this ad to visit Clinton County Ohio.com.

* * * * See our other Ohio reviews!  * * * *

Columbus Family Fun       Sandusky Family Fun      Cleveland Family Fun

Canton Family fun     Gallipolis Family Trip      Lake Erie Islands

http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/lake-erie-islands-series/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/bob-evans-gallipolis-series/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/canton-ohio-reviews/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/cleveland-ohio-reviews/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/sandusky-ohio-reviews/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/category/columbus-ohio-reviews/
http://bit.ly/157cF9F
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2013/01/ohio-zoo-memberships-best-plan-best-price/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/clintoncty21.jpg
http://bit.ly/157cF9F


    
My name is Amanda K and I run the One Momma Saving Money website. I have two children, a 7 year old daughter and 5 
year old son and I’ve been married to my husband for 12 years.  I started my blog to share the coupon strategies and deals 
I've learned over the years.   I do local store match up, recipes, crafts, reviews, giveaways and so much more.    I also 
share Ohio family fun events, activities and even some giveaways!   Head on over and take a look!  Check out Amanda's list 
of Ohio drive-in theaters here. 

Sandusky Fun

Lake Erie Shores and Islands provides a FREE discount card to save you money on many 
things and a way to create an Itinerary to schedule your fun. Go here and print out your card 
and check everything out!  

We spent a weekend in June 2012 exploring the Lake Erie Islands of South Bass (Put 'n Bay) and Kelleys.You can see 
my four part series about the family-friendly (no drinking/partying) fun we found.

Part 1: The Islands we Visited (introduction)

Part 2: Marblehead & the Ferry

Part 3: Kellys Island & Camp Patmos

Part 4: Family-friendly on Put 'n Bay

               

Our family is planning to review the new 
Maui sands resort & explore put'n bay in May. 

Subscribe here for my emails if you'd like to get notice when these 
reviews are posted.

http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=halloffamemoms/lseB
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/07/put-n-bay-south-bass-islands-family-friendly-side-part-4-our-lake-erie-islands-trip/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/06/part-3-our-stay-at-camp-patmos-kelleys-island-on-lake-erie-ohio/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/06/our-ohio-island-adventure-begins-part-2-marblehead-lighthouse-kelleys-island-ferry/
http://www.halloffamemoms.com/2012/06/the-islands-we-visited-part-1/
http://www.shoresandislands.com/visitors/specials/
http://www.shoresandislands.com/
http://www.onemommasavingmoney.com/2012/06/drive-in-movies-fun-and-frugal.html
http://www.onemommasavingmoney.com/


    
 Find Time for Fun(Northeast Ohio Kids Calendar) - The premier local resource for family-friendly events and activities 
in Northeast Ohio.  Never hear your kids say "I'm bored" again!
Kids Eat Free in Northeast Ohio
Ohio Summer Camps
Things to Do with Kids in Northeast Ohio
Northeast Ohio Kids Calendar
100 Things to Do in Northeast Ohio this Summer 

          
These ladies live a smart, stylish, and simple life and love to share it with their customers and readers. Their BBT Tips Blog 
is jam packed full of frugal fashion tips, laundry and clothing maintenance helpers, spotlights on local businesses, road trip 
adventures, and DIY craftiness. Best Bib and Tucker, fashionable consignment shop and handmade market is run by the 
mother/daughter team of Barb and Megan Wise.

                                                       
 Click here to visit A Busy Mom of Two.

http://www.abusymomoftwo.com/
http://shopbestbibandtucker.com/
http://shopbestbibandtucker.com/2012/09/road-trip-apple-picking-at-rittman-orchards/
http://shopbestbibandtucker.com/2012/09/road-trip-apple-picking-at-rittman-orchards/
http://findtimeforfun.com/101-things-to-do-in-northeast-ohio-this-summer/
http://findtimeforfun.com/event-calendar/
http://findtimeforfun.com/ultimate-list-of-things-to-do-with-kids-in-northeast-ohio/
http://findtimeforfun.com/?s=summer+camps&searchsubmit=
http://findtimeforfun.com/kids-eat-free-in-northeast-ohio/
http://findtimeforfun.com/


                
Print off this coupon for AMAZONE – MyAmazone.com

 Great Lakes Science Center  
in Cleveland – near Brown's Stadium

Receive $3 off general admission when using the promo code: FAMEMOMS online at  
GreatScience.com Offer expires December 31, 2013. This offer does not apply to special 
exhibitions, OMNIMAX Theater or  Steamship William G. Mather. Must be redeemed online. 
Not valid over the phone or for walk-up sales. 

Save money on any of the iShop Sites!
Get $25 off your purchase of $75 or more with code: HOFMOM 

May 1 – June 30, 2013

iShopCuyahoga.com      iShopStark.com

      iShopTcounty.com        iShopSummit.com

http://bit.ly/11zsJKT
http://bit.ly/15XcsFI
http://bit.ly/15XcGN0
http://bit.ly/ZxLIYv
http://bit.ly/12XmR0V
http://bit.ly/157cXxa


 


